
Entry Criteria
	Submitted titles should be available to independent 
bookshops in paperback by 18 June 2022, and first 
published in paperback (titles previously published in 
hardback are eligible) between 1 July 2021 and  
30 June 2022 

	Publishers should consider seasonality when putting 
together submissions: which books will consumers want 
to take on holiday with them/read this summer?

	Publishers should demonstrate a commitment to 
promoting the submitted title through the independent 
sector, providing specific information on marketing and 
promotional plans (please elaborate on extra sheet)  

	There is no cost for submitting a title for the Indie  
Book Awards  

	Submissions will be made on the understanding that the 
following fees will be payable should the title be selected 
for the shortlist: £1000 per adult title and £750 per 
children’s title 

	Submitted titles should be available to order through the 
trade wholesalers as well as direct from the publisher  

	Where possible, submitted titles should not be included in 
any other retailer promotion or marketing campaign 

	We do not need copies of the books to be sent at the 
point of submission. We will only call in copies of the 
titles that are shortlisted 

	Publishers should make all reasonable efforts to make 
sure shortlisted authors are available for events and PR 
during Independent Bookshop Week (18 – 25 June 2022)  

	Publishers should submit a diverse range of titles and 
authors

Promotion of Shortlisted Titles
	The Booksellers Association will support and promote the 
shortlisted titles via their member newsletters from mid-
March through to 25 June 2022

	Wholesalers will be actively encouraged to promote and 
discount titles where possible 

	Titles will be included on the shortlist POS materials 
which will be distributed via the 700 POS kits printed for 
Independent Bookshop Week 2022

	Shortlisted titles will be promoted in-store by participating 
bookshops

	Shortlisted titles will be promoted across the  
@booksaremybag pages on all social media platforms

	Social media assets promoting shortlisted titles will be 
created and shared with publishers and booksellers

	Shortlisted titles will feature on the campaign website, 
booksaremybag.com

	Midas PR will issue a press release about the  
shortlisted titles

	Midas PR will pitch for coverage around the shortlisted 
authors and illustrators, and any events they are doing for 
Independent Bookshop Week

	The Booksellers Association works closely with the 
National Book Tokens team to promote the shortlist via 
their channels, including Caboodle

The Booksellers Association is delighted 
to announce that publishers can now 
submit titles for the Indie Book Awards 
2022. The Indie Book Awards comprise 
four categories: fiction, non-fiction, 
children’s fiction and picture book. 
Publishers can submit up to three titles 
per imprint, per category. Independent 
booksellers across the UK and Ireland will 
vote on the submitted titles to create the 
shortlist. A panel of judges will decide on 
the four winners. The Indie Book Awards 
shortlist and winners are promoted to 
and by all bookshops participating in 
Independent Bookshop Week.

Deadline for submissions 14 February 2022

PUBLISHER SUBMISSION FORM

2022

For information about previous  
winners please visit:

booksaremybag.com



Entry Form
I submit the following title/s for the Indie Book Awards 2022 and I agree to the terms as laid out in ‘Entry 
Criteria’ and ‘Small Print’. Please email your completed forms to sharon.benton@booksellers.org.uk by the 
deadline of 14 February 2022. We are not asking for copies of submitted titles this year, but will request copies 
of all titles on the shortlist. Please use ONE FORM PER TITLE. 

Category	   Fiction	  Non-Fiction 	  Children’s fiction	  Picture Book  

Title 

Author

ISBN

Price

Publisher

Publication date for the paperback edition

Contact name

Address

Email

Telephone

Marketing/Promotional plans for independent sector (please continue on separate sheet if necessary)

Signature	 Date 

The Indie Book Awards, part of Independent Bookshop Week, is administered by the Booksellers Association, 6 Bell Yard, 
London, WC2A 2JR, tel 020 7421 4640, fax 020 7421 4641 email sharon.benton@booksellers.org.uk

The Small Print
• Booksellers participating in Independent Bookshop Week will vote on the submitted 
titles to create the shortlist • Six titles will be shortlisted for each of the four categories 
•  All shortlisted titles will be read by the Indie Book Award judging panel, consisting of 
five independent booksellers • Publishers will be informed during the week commencing  
1 March if they have a title on the shortlist • The shortlist will be publicly announced on 
Friday 13 May • The four winners of the Indie Book Awards 2022 will be announced on 
Friday 24 June 2022, the penultimate day of Independent Bookshop Week • The judges’ 
decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. 

IBW is proud to be part of the 
Books Are My Bag campaign
booksaremybag.com

Indie Book Awards 2022

The Booksellers Association of the UK & Ireland Ltd is a company limited by guarantee and incorporated in England & Wales  
Registration No. 3849680 - VAT No. GB 744 0368 40
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