
 Changing lives through a love of books and shared reading.          
World Book Day is a registered charity funded by publishers and booksellers in the UK & Ireland.

How to take part in World Book Day 

• To receive all of the latest information about World Book Day for booksellers, 
make sure you have registered your interest with the Booksellers Association. 
Please contact Sharon Benton using the details below.    

• To order POS materials, including a World Book Day dumpbin, please 
contact Sharon Benton using the details below. We usually start taking 
orders in September and close them in November. 

• Each year the £1 World Book Day books are revealed in September.  
The books will then be available for you to order from Gardners or directly 
from the individual publishers. Please be aware that once stock runs out 
there will be no further print runs.   

• World Book Day distributes the £1 tokens via a variety of means, including 
schools. Bookshops are not involved in the distribution of the book tokens.  
 

• Children are encouraged to take their token to their local bookshop to  
swap it for one of the World Book Day books OR get £1 off any full price 
book (€1.50 off in Ireland) or an audiobook (costing at least £2.99 or €3.99  
in Ireland). 

• Children are told that the £1 books are a free gift from booksellers. 

• For a limited period (mid-February – the end of March, check the  
World Book Day website for the exact dates) the book tokens are valid  
for redemption in participating shops. 

• All retailers are asked to respect the collective on-sale date (check the 
website for exact dates) for all World Book Day £1 books. 

• Check the World Book Day website for ideas about how to run additional 
World Book Day activity in your shop and how to work with local schools 
to make sure that children who wouldn’t usually visit a bookshop have the 
chance to receive a book. 

• After World Book Day we will ask how many £1 book tokens you receive, to 
help evidence the impact the charity makes. Your till system may be able to 
record this electronically. If not, please collect and count the £1 book tokens.

sponsored by

1 in 7 children, and 

3 in 10 children 

receiving free school 

meals, said that the book 

they ‘bought’ with their 

World Book Day book 

token had been their 

first book of their own. 

SOURCE:  NLT ANNUAL LITERACY 

SURVEY,  2019

For more details visitbooksellers.org.uk /wbd

Contact details: Sharon Benton
Email: sharon.benton@booksellers.org.uk
Telephone: 0207 421 4694



Why you should take part  
in World Book Day

Changing lives through a love of books and shared reading. 

• World Book Day’s vision is that more children, from all backgrounds, 
develop a life-long habit of reading for pleasure and benefit from the 
improved life chances this brings them.  

• World Book Day’s mission is to promote reading for pleasure, offering 
every child and young person the opportunity to have a book of their own. 

• Reading for pleasure is the single biggest indicator of a child’s future 
success – more than their family circumstances, their parents’ educational 
background or their income.  ( S O U R C E :  O E C D )

 
• World Book Day wants to see more children, particularly those from 

disadvantaged backgrounds, with a life-long habit of reading for pleasure 
and the improved life chances this brings them. 

 - 3 in 10 of children receiving free school meals say the book they receive 
with their WBD book token was the first book they had of their own 

 ( S O U R C E :  N A T I O N A L  L I T E R A C Y  T R U S T ) . 

 - 62.3% of children read more books, 46.1% share more books with family 
and friends, 42% buy more books as a result of World Book Day 

 ( N I E L S E N ,  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  C H I L D R E N ’ S  B O O K  C O N S U M E R ,  2 0 1 9 )

 
• World Book Day provides you with an opportunity to forge relationships 

with local schools, teachers and children.
 
• By giving children the opportunity to redeem World Book Day tokens 

in your shop you may be introduced to new customers.
 
• By giving children the opportunity to redeem World Book Day tokens 

in your shop you may achieve additional sales.

• By participating in World Book Day you are helping to create the 
next generation of book buyers.

62.3% of children 

read more books as 

a result of World 

Book Day 
SOURCE:  UNDERSTANDING THE 

CHILDREN’S BOOK CONSUMER,  2019

Share a story today and  every day!

worldbookday.com   #worldbookday


